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CURRENT TALMUD PASSAGE

"A TALMUD TALE" PREMIERED FEBRUARY IN HOUSTON, TX!

The musical was an enormous hit! If you'd like a dvd of the show, 
please send a contribution of $18 for an enjoyable, entertaining
and inspiring look at the world of the Talmud!
Posted October 9, 2008, by Rabbi Judy Abrams. Please refer to Maqom's home page for information about previous
passages.

BH

BE HAPPY TO GET HAPPY ON SUKKOT
© Judith Z. Abrams, 2008

The Yerushalmi emphasizes the role that happiness plays in celebrating Sukkot: reciting Hallel, singing with flutes,
dancing. It even makes two statements that is, at first, surprising: happiness begets happiness:

This (saying Hallel) is beloved and that (waving the lulav) is beloved.
The Holy Spirit rests only on someone whose heart is happy. (Y. Sukkah 5:1)

The entire discussion is one of the loveliest I’ve ever learned in rabbinic literature. Of course, the subject matter is of
the happiest nature: Sukkot is the holiday of happiness.

Still recovering from Hurricane Ike, this is personally helpful for me (and many of you may be dealing with health or
financial problems). We can’t wait for God to come and make us happy. God is attracted to happiness. And how do we
get happy, whether we are in the midst of stress or not? On Sukkot, we celebrate, we play music, we dance, we do
things that delight the heart.

Discussion Questions:

1. If God is attracted to happiness, it might stand to reason that God is repelled by unhappiness. Can you argue for
or against this idea? How?
   

2. How are you going to make yourself happy this Sukkot?

Chag sameiach!
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